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Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed June 2, 2006, which requested an 
election of species. 

I. Election of Species Requirement 

The Office Action asserted that the application includes claims directed to four 
patentably distinct species: 

Species I directed to a method for calibrating one or more printheads wherein the first 
portion of image forming points comprises a first segment of image forming points and the 
second portion comprises a second segment of image forming points on the first printhead; 

Species II directed to a method for calibrating one or more printheads, comprising: 

printing a second reference you image with a first portion of the first printhead 
while the first printhead is at a second horizontal position; 
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printing a second diagnostic image with the second portion while the first 
printhead is at a third horizontal position positively offset from the second horizontal position 
by a first offset distance; 

detecting a second optical density of the combine second reference image and 
the second diagnostic image, and wherein the compensation values additionally based upon 
the second optical density; 

Species III directed to a method for calibrating one or more printheads, wherein a 
plurality of horizontal printed error compensation values are determined by printing the first 
reference image and the first diagnostic image each a plurality of times while he first 
printhead and said one of the first printhead and the second printhead are scanned across the 
medium at a plurality of different speeds; and 

Species IV directed to a method for calibrating one or more printheads, wherein the 
first portion and a second portion comprise identical portions of the printhead, wherein the 
first portion is printed during overall movement of the printhead in a forward direction and 
wherein the second portion of the printed during overall movement of the printhead in a 
reverse direction. 

II. Election with Tra v erse 

Applicants hereby traverse the election of species requirement as between Species I 
and the remaining Species II-IV because the election of species requirement is made to claims 
that recite characteristics that are not mutually exclusive. 

MPEP 806.04(f) is clear that claims to be restricted to different species must be 
mutually exclusive. In other words, claims to be restricted to different species must recite 
mutually exclusive characteristics of such species. In the present case, 

In the present case, Species I is not mutually exclusive with respect to Species II-IV. 
This is quite evident from the fact that species II reads upon claim 1 0, species III reads upon 
claim 20 and species IV reads upon claim 18. Claims 10, 20 and 18 all depend from 
independent claim 1 which reads upon Species I. The fact that Species I is not mutually 
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exclusive with respect to Species II is further evidence by claim 47 which reads upon Species 
I and Species II. Accordingly, the restriction requirement as between Species I and Species 
II-IV is improper. 

Applicants hereby elect, with traverse as noted above, Species II. Claims 1,9, 10-17 
and 47 read upon Species II. Claim 1 is generic to each of Species I-IV. Claims 40-43 
correspond to Claim 1 should be allowed upon allowance of generic claim 1 . 

III. Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully request consideration and allowance of the present application. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if it is believed that such a call 
could further prosecution of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 




RATHE PATENT & IP LAW 
Customer No. 22879 



Todd A. Rathe 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 38,276 



Telephone: (262) 478-9353 
Facsimile: (262) 238-1469 



